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AMEMBASSY ROME 

CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 1940 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MASS, ET, SA 

SUBJECT: US RESPONSE TO ETHIOPIAN AMMUNITION REQUEST 

REF: A. STATE 58886 

B. STATE 58897 

C. STATE 58955 

D. ADDIS ABABA 3092 

1. WE TOOK UP QUESTION OF AMMUNITION RESUPPLY WITH DIRECTOR 
WESTERN AFFAIRS AMBASSADOR NURI IBRAHIM MARCH 17 (DIRECTOR 
ASIAN AND AFRICAN AFFAIRS ABSENT IN RIYADH). AFTER INQUIRING 
WHETHER AMOUNT INVOLVED WAS INDEED ONLY SEVEN MILLION DOLLARS 
AND NOT SEVENTY MILLION DOLLARS AMB. IBRAHIM SAID HE FULLY 
UNDERSTOOD REASONS FOR LIMITED FAVORABLE U.S. RESPONSE AND 
SAID HE PLEASED USG COUPLING ITS RESPONSE WITH ENCOURAGE- 
MENT TO DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS. (HE PARTICULARLY NOTED WORD 
"DIRECT" IN PRESS GUIDANCE). 
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2. AMB. IBRAHIM IMPLIED THAT IT WOULD BE EASY TO PASS TEXT 
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OF PRESS GUIDANCE TO LIBERATION FRONT REPRESENTATIVES AND SAID HE 

SAW NO POLITICAL OBSTACLE BUT THAT HE COULD NOT AMAKE 

THE FINAL DECISION THAT IT BE DONE. IF IT WERE, HE SAID 

THAT SAG WOULD EMPHASIZE MINIMAL NATURE OF THE USG RESUPPLY 

AND STRONG U.S. ENCOURAGEMENT TO DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS. 

3. COMMENT: AMBASSADOR NURI IBRAHIM IS PARTICULARLY SAVVY 
AND OBVIOUSLY APPRECIATES DIFFICULT DECISION USG FACED IN 
AMMUNITION RESUPPLY TO ETHIOPIA. OTHERS IN SAG MAY 
LACK HIS SOPHISTICATION BUT FACT THAT U.S. HAS BEEN ALMOST 
SOLE SUPPLIER OF ARMS TO ETHIOPIA OVER PAST TWENTY YEARS WILL 
BE TELLING POINT SINCE SAG HAS ITSELF COME TO RELY QUITE 
HEAVILY ON U.S. AS SOURCE OF MUNITIONS. 

AKINS 
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